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Junior Open Championships 2011 

The Junior Open Championships were held during the week beginning Saturday 30th July bringing great activity and top quality tennis to 

the club. This year the popular competition celebrated its 20th Anniversary attracting 548 entries from around Ireland.  Tournament 

Referee Gill Owen and the Tournament Committee Sean Cassidy, Sharon Cole, Ann Maher, Helen Murphy, Sarah Murtagh, Trish O’Neill, 

Joan O’Shea, Peter Owen & Paul Roche ran this event with great efficiency and good humour. A snapshot of what happened over the 

week is that 422 matches were played, comprising of 6,994 games in 831 sets, taking a total time of 30,845 minutes on court, played 

over 8 days using 13 courts! In between matches players and spectators were able to avail of food and home baking in the club ‘Café’ 

run by Deirdre Morgan and an army of volunteers helping in the kitchen and baking. 

Rain, thunder and an interruption to play on finals day did not stop the finalists battling on court for their positions.  Later at prize-

giving Cathaoirleach John Bailey praised the participation of youths in teen activities throughout Dun Laoghaire Rathdown and noted 

that they are the heroes of the future.  He extended his congratulations to the volunteers and all responsible for the great facilities at 

the club and he hopes to be back to cut the sod for the next project.  The club appreciate the attendance of Councillors Maria Bailey, 

Carrie Smyth and Cormac Devlin to the event and for their continued support of Shankill Tennis Club. 

Tennis Ireland President Ann O’Connor thanked Gill and her committee for making the day and the tournament so successful.  She 

thanked the umpires who sat on chairs in the rain and praised the quality of the tennis.  She noted that this is a great community club 

that goes from strength to strength with great plans for the future. 

Chairman Mark Orr thanked Gill for 20 successful tournaments and hopes to see a repeat in the next 20 years!  He also thanked Deir-

dre Morgan & the volunteers in the kitchen, the court set-up by Peter, Paul & co and the supervisors who worked day and night, some-

times till 11pm.  Tournament Referee Gill Owen thanked everyone for playing, for parents/aunts/grannies for getting them there in 

time and Bray & Greystones LTCs for the use of their courts.   

There were some familiar names on the list at prize-giving – ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΤ 

 

 

 

 

 

The evening concluded with a presentation to the Boy’s U18 Singles winner Brendan Dempsey of a special perpetual trophy in honour 

of Kevin Byrne who did so much for junior tennis at the club. 

The Tournament Committee and the Club would like to extend their thanks to all the people involved in this event who gave so gener-

ously of their time and resources: 

¶ Greystones LTC and Co Wicklow LTC for the use of their courts 

¶ Martyn Evans Sports who supplied the Head balls and prizes 

¶ McGowans Print Innovation for producing the brochure 

¶ Four Star Pizza for supplying pizzas on Finals Day 

{ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ϧ !ŘǾŜǊǝǎŜǊǎΥ 

Angela O’Sullivan Physiotherapist, Brady’s of Shankill, Derek Healy Tennis Coach, East Coast Fitness, Easy Payments Plus, First Aid For 

Everyone, Four Star Pizza, Kelly & Thompson Ltd, Lambert Developments, Martin Evans Sports, McGowans Print Innovation, O’Brien 

Finlay Insurance Associates Ltd, O’Donnell’s Pharmacy, O’Shea Barry Solicitors, One Café, Pets & Reps, PM O’Loughlin Foods, Shankill 

Ballybrack & District Credit Union, Shankill Flowers, Shankill Market Fresh, Shoe Xclusive, South Dublin Party Shop, Spar Shankill, Swift 

Clean, WOW Salon, 21st Zentury Health. 

Thanks are extended to all the staff who supervised the office, ran the shop and maintained the facilities.  Thanks to all the club mem-

bers and friends who helped with supervision, umpired matches, maintained the courts and baked & assisted in the kitchen. 

Jack Devine  winner U18 Mixed Doubles  

Cóilín MacNamara  runner up Boys U16 Singles   

Aisling Deane  semi-finalist Girls U16 Singles  

Aisling & Judy Deane  semi-finalists Girls U14 Doubles  

Aoife Morgan  winner Girls U16/18 Plate  



New Website Launched 

The new Shankill Tennis Club website was launched on 17th July and It is hoped that the new layout easy to navigate and that all the 

information you may wish to find is to hand.  The Homepage contains all the latest club news, upcoming events and tournaments at a 

glance.  New pages have been included for Men's Tennis, Ladies' Tennis, Junior Tennis and Coaching and will be maintained by the Cap-

tains & Co-ordinators so that you are informed of all the latest activities, schedules and results in these sections.  We have added links 

to tennis associations and other useful websites from local, national and world sites which remain in view on all pages. This means that 

you can easily check DLTC league tables, register as a player online and obtain your tennis ID with Tennis Ireland, see what is happening 

in DLRCOCO or find out what the Professionals are at on the International Tennis Federation site.  You can even check the predicted 

weather conditions for your game!  We hope that you enjoy using the new website and please put www.shankilltennisclub.com on your 

Favourites Bar and visit often! 

Captains’ Day 

The tennis extravaganza of the year was held on Sunday 24th July and hosted by Ladies' Captain Trish O'Neill and Men's Captain Diar-

muid McAree. Congratulations to the winning team Matt, Johanna, Liam, Sarah, Damien, Dearbhla, Chris and Catherine who were pre-

sented with Dublin Crystal plaques to commemorate the win. Well done to Chris and Catherine who won all their matches and received 

a special presentation. Congratulations to Veronica and Freda for winning the most games throughout the day and were presented with 

Paul Costello vases. 

Mixed Doubles League 

Well done to STC Team 2; Dermot Aughney & Karen Killilea, Tommy Leonard & Eunice Chapman, Ed Redding & Suzannah Kingston 

(Capt.) and subs Peadar Cassidy & Anne Roe on battling their way to the FINAL of the DLTC Mixed Doubles League Class 3. They finished 

the competition in runner-up position against a very strong Malahide 3rd Team on Friday 12th August. 

Ladies’ Tennis 

Summer League: the second team won through to the quarter finals of the ladies summer league but were beaten by Rathgar who 

were the eventual winners of the competition. 

Senior League: will commence on 28th August with 7 teams competing - please see the challenge list on the noticeboard.  Players are 

asked to play at least one match before the 23rd August, the date for nomination of teams. 

Men’s Tennis 

Summer League: 6 teams were entered in the DLTC 2011 Summer League and 3 teams reached the finals in their respective classes. 

Senior League: Men’s over-35 doubles players are now being asked to commit for the forthcoming 2011 DLTC Senior League. 4 teams, 

each of 6 players, have been entered and players must be selected by August 23rd. League commences 28th August and finishes 16th 

October. All matches are played on Sunday mornings. Check Club notice-board about provisional team members and Round Robins. The 

STC Ladder will aid the future selection processes so keep on challenging! 

Men’s Ladder: the Men’s Singles and Doubles Ladder sponsored by Connolly Shoes is now up and running and is available on the web-

site. 

Coaching 

Junior coaching assessment day will be held on Saturday the 27th August 2011 from 12 to 3p.m. Please contact Derek Healy if you are 

unable to attend.  Junior coaching restarts on Tuesday 30th August, Wednesday 31st August and Saturday 3rd September 2011. 

Nuala & John Tormey on court Ladies’ & Men’s Captains with winning team Men’s Captain Diarmuid McAree &  Ladies’ 

Captain Trish O’Neill 

http://www.shankilltennisclub.com

